
Interest Surveys 

Following is a list of different types of student surveys to give out in order to help with differentiation in the 
regular and/or gifted classroom.  Details and a short review are also given. 

1. Student Interest Survey:  http://www.union.k12.sc.us/ems/Teachers-Forms--
Student%20Interest%20Survey.htm – asks general interest questions about likes and dislikes such as music and 
sports.  This can be printed out, edited if necessary, and handed to a student. 

2. Student Interest Survey:  
http://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fdaretodifferentiate.wikispaces.com%2Ffile%
2Fview%2FElementary%2BInterest%2BSurvey%2B2.doc – More for elementary students.  Seventeen questions 
in length.  Another survey that asks about general interests such as favorite books, television shows, etc.  This is 
a Word Document and can easily be printed and edited. 

3.  Interest Survey:  
http://www.richland.k12.wi.us/HS/GT/Interest%20Survey%20ideas%20for%20older%20students.pdf – This is 
another general survey.  However, I did like this question, as it has the potential to get deeper into the student’s 
interests:  “If you could talk to any person currently living or from history, who would it be? Why? Think of 3 
questions you would ask the person.”  This survey is in PDF format and can be printed, but unless you have 
the proper software, it cannot be edited. 

4. Interest inventory:  
http://www.richland.k12.wi.us/HS/GT/Interest%20survey%20ideas%20for%20elementary%20and%20middle%2
0grade%20students.pdf – I really like this one.  It delves much more deeply into students’ more specific interests 
with things they would like to do, things they would like to study, and places they would like to go.  It also gives 
the option to add things if the list they are to choose from does not include their interest.  This survey is in PDF 
format and can be printed, but unless you have the proper software, it cannot be edited. 

5. Things my child likes to do:  http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/sem/pdf/thingsdo.pdf -- This is an excellent choice 
for younger grades.  Observations of parents are included.  Parents rank how often their child does certain 
activities: Never, Seldom, Often, or Almost Always.  This survey is in PDF format and can be printed, but 
unless you have the proper software, it cannot be edited. 

6. Student Interest Survey:  http://www.scholastic.com/content/collateral_resources/pdf/student_survey.pdf -- 
This begins as another general interest survey, but then gets more specific. For example:  “If I had a million 
dollars I would…” and “This is what one of my teachers did last year that I liked the most/least…”  Then, it lets 
students give a list of favorites.  It seems to be set up mostly for middle grades, but could easily be adapted for 
all grades.  It is three pages long.    This survey is in PDF format and can be printed, but unless you have the 
proper software, it cannot be edited. 

7. Reading Interest Survey:  https://s-media-cache-
ec0.pinimg.com/originals/2b/78/aa/2b78aa154635591113b46dae1bd8f00b.jpg -- This survey is billed as more of 
an elementary survey, but it could work for middle grades as well.  It can give the teacher a good idea of what 
the student likes to read.  It can also give the teacher an idea of what the reading environment at home is like. 

8. Student Interest Survey:  http://www.ladybugsteacherfiles.com/2011/08/student-interest-survey.html -- This 
comes from a second grade teacher’s blog.  Questions I liked that could tell me more about a student: “Where 
did you celebrate your last birthday?” “What is the name of the last movie you watched?” “What class job 
would you like?  Why?” The last question could help get your classroom community started.  This can be 
downloaded into PDF format, shared, and/or embedded. 

9. Interest Survey:  http://www.giftedresources.com/parent/tool_interest.html -- This survey is for middle and 
upper grade students.  Things I found helpful:  It has a section that asks, “How best do you learn?” and then give 
the student twenty options; they can then choose as many as apply.  It also has a section that asks, “What 
activities would you like to create this year?” and then gives fifty options for students.  This list also gives the 
teacher possibilities for project options for the year.  This is strictly a web page.  It can be printed off, but it will 
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be five pages long.  However, the results go to the teacher who created it, so printing it or creating a Survey 
Monkey survey with the questions might be the best way to go. 

10. Student Interest Inventory for the Gifted and Talented Program:  
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/27250153/STUDENT-INTEREST-INVENTORY-FOR-THE-GIFTED-AND-TALENTED-
PROGRAM---PDF -- This is another secondary/late elementary survey.  The questions have the potential to give 
feedback needed to make class more interesting for individual students.  Example questions:  “Do you collect 
anything?”  “What do you do in your leisure time?”  This survey isn’t very long, which can be beneficial to both 
students and teachers.  This can be printed and/or downloaded as a PDF, but it cannot be edited. 

11. Multiple Intelligences Survey: http://surfaquarium.com/MI/inventory.htm -- This survey could be used if you 
wanted to differentiate based on multiple intelligences of students, and would be most easily utilized in the 
secondary grades.  This is strictly a web page, but is easily printed out and/or copied and pasted. 

12. 9-Question Interest Inventory: A Great Way to Learn About Your Students:  http://ezinearticles.com/?9-
Question-Interest-Inventory:-A-Great-Way-to-Learn-About-Your-Students&id=5844395 – This is a relatively 
quick survey that combines interests, how students learn, and what students like to learn.  This could easily be 
re-worked for most grades.  The questions are part of the web page, but they are easily copied and pasted into 
Word. 

13. Learning Style Survey:  http://longleaf.net/learningstyle.html -- This one is long – sixty questions – but there is 
no reason why it couldn’t be shortened either by giving students only certain sections or by not asking as many 
questions in each section.  It is strictly a web page, so you can either have them fill it out on the computer and 
submit it, or you can print it out and they can fill it out in class. It will score the survey right on the computer, 
and you can know what your students’ learning styles are.  I might also have students print out their results. 

14. Learning Style Inventory:  http://www.personal.psu.edu/bxb11/LSI/LSI.htm#ShowResults – This one is only 24 
questions and figures out your learning style right on the page after you submit your answers.  One rather 
different question (#15) includes something about smoking, and you can warn your students by saying the 
survey was meant for adults.  You can print before the test, or you can print the results for students to turn in. 

15. Beginning Ideas for Interest Inventories in Literature, Science, Social Studies, and Math:  
http://hercules.gcsu.edu/~cbader/5210/contentinventory.htm -- This asks about six questions in every subject 
area to give teachers an overview or to give specific subject area teachers ideas about what their students like 
within their subject area.  This is strictly a web page, but can easily be printed. 
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